


DEAR COMMUNITY,

Let me start by wishing you a Happy
New Year! Already January has passed.
There are less than 350 shopping days to
Christmas!

In this edition, you can find the answers to
these questions:

1. When is the next supermoon?

2. Was 2024 a good year or a bad year

for butterflies in the UK?

How many arches did the road
bridge over the Cerne have prior to
being rebuilt?

Who has Tim the Teddy as a mascot?
5. Who said that Charminster is
under siege?

Francis

Useful local information - Bus timetable

If you use the bus to travel from Charminster
to Dorchester or Yeovil, you might need to
know the timetable for the CR5 service.
Unfortunately, it is too large for us to
reproduce in The Pilot, but it is available
online. Here's the link:

https://images.southwestcoaches.co.uk/
images/pdfs/CR5service01.09.2025.pdf.

If you are technically minded and have a
smart phone, here’s a QR code that will
take you there without having to type that
long link:

Dates for submissions for our March 2026 edition - 5th February 2026.
Editor@charpilot.com
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THE CERNE

Charminster is named after the Cerne. We were
Cerneminster until a civil servant made a mistake
many years ago. Before people came to Charminster
the Cerne would have been a classic gravel Chalk
Stream winding its way across a flood plain, full of
waterweed and fish. If you stand on the footbridge
at Higher Charminster and look North you will see it.
But turn around and look across the ford: you will see
it straightens. Why?

Wander along Mill Lane and you cannot see the
river for some time, but when it reappears the river
is pretty straight. Someone has removed the bends
and the bottom is muddy. Why? The reason is that
water used to go the “ long way” to get from A to B
compared to the “straight way" so it went faster and
turbulence on the bends kept moving the silt.

A little further, below the gate to Prince’s Plot, take a
rest on a seat by the river and listen. A lovely sound.
Water tumbling over a sluice: somebody has shoved
the river up the hill to create a head of water to
power a mill. In order to move the river up uphill it
had to be straightened. To maintain a constant level
in the millstream surplus water goes over the sluice
to join the original route of the river

Our new river continues straight on and there it is,
on the right, Mill Cottage with its millstones outside.
Here the water goes through to where those
millstones once ground grain, the water returning to
its old watercourse. Look at a map of Charminster
and you will see what appear to be islands: they are
formed by the river and a mill stream. Who did all
that work digging a new ditch for the river? It was
there by 1066, so blame the Romans as they were
here, needed flour, had the technology and slaves
to do the work.

We next see the river by the Charminster Community
(Miller's) Orchard where it meanders to the ford at
Alley Bridge where children play in Summer. The ford
is prehistoric, predating the bridge by thousands of
years. Then something odd happens to the river as it
goes past St Mary's. It is like a canal, and higher up
the slope than it should be. It should be on the other
side of the Church. Indeed, it was.

The GPS study by the Environment Agency in 2012
showed a linear anomaly in the West and North of
the graveyard marking infill in the old river bed as
the old river made its way from the ford across the
bottom of Hayden Farm, through the graveyard and
across the road.

Stand on the Grade 2 listed bridge (it had three
arches, but as it caused flooding it was converted
to a two arched bridge: use your maths: how much

bigger did that make the space under the bridge?
My calculation is 50%)

Look downstream; the channel is deep, steep-sided
and very straight. maintaining its altitude.

A mill would have needed a sluice or overflow to
control the water level. Maps and aerial photographs
show a small stream or ditch just a few metres past
the bridge running down to where the original river
was after crossing where the road is today. Aerial
photographs show a clear green stripe just below
the gardens of houses in North Street that mark the
route of the old river. This overflow would have been
clearly visible from the slope on the other side of the
valley. Have you wondered how Weir View got its
name! Survey maps show this sluice and other sluices
further on.

%' Y Ld’ g
Thimulus o

Wiltatan
Cilimp

3radford
Peverell ;

Our channel continues through where the Roman
Road that once ran straight from Weir View up
the hill to Westleaze, Roman Road (Margery 4f).
Whoever dug the channel had to cut through the
Roman Road. The Roman Road must once must have
crossed the Cerne at shallow gravel ford, but faced
with a deep, steep-sided canal, travellers made a
detour to the ford at Alley Bridge. This explains why
East Hill has the two inconvenient 90-degree bends
at the top and bottom. It also explains why the bed
of the river from the bridge to the ford is a public
bridleway open to all traffic today.

The canal continues onwards towards Wolfeton
House where below the Riding House the channel
widens into what would have been a mill pond. It
then turns sharply right heading down to where the
river ran, and still runs today. The mill was on the
bend. It would have been a very large and reliable
mill, giving its owner a good income.

The Normans built the original church and the Mill
was built before the Church. It did not exist in the
Domesday Book. So, it was the Normans that built it.
Keith Beeson



PROBUS CLUB OF DORCHESTER

NOVEMBER
For our November meeting the guest
speaker was lan Cambrook, Company

Secretary for the Tolpuddle Old Chapel Trust
(TOCT), which is both a charity and registered
business. lan explained that Tolpuddle was,
of course, best known for its connection to
the Tolpuddle Martyrs, whose story changed
the course of history. But before that
famous episode, in 1818, a group of local
farm labourers — including some of those
same men — built a small nonconformist
chapel right in the heart of the village. The
Old Chapel became a centre for worship,
education, and community life. lan’s talk
covered some of the Old Chapel’s fascinating
history, its remarkable restoration, and how
our members could maybe help shape its
future as a community asset.

The restoration story of the Old Chapel
Trust really began in 2014/15 when the trust
bought the building which was on English
Heritage's At Risk register and close to falling
down; together with the surrounding site to
become a community heritage asset and thus
save the legacy. To begin with emergency
repairs, funded by Historic England, were
carried out to stabilise the cob walls and
make the building wind and watertight. The
trust then spent six years on planning and
consultations to develop the restoration
project. After a huge effort funding was
obtained from a wide range of organisations,
mainly the National Lottery Heritage Fund,
Architectural Heritage Fund, Historic
England, and Dorset County Council overall
there were thirteen funders for the project.
The Covid 19 pandemic then delayed the
project which meant the restoration was not
fully completed until September 2023.

The Old Chapel is now open for visitors,

heritage tours, small concerts, talks, and
community events. It complements the
nearby Tolpuddle Martyrs Museum, by
offering a quiet space to reflect on the people
and beliefs that shaped the village. After the
talk lan fielded a wide range of questions
from members.

For more information please see https://
tolpuddleoldchapeltrust.org/

DECEMBER

Our December meeting was the annual
Christmas Lunch this year held at The Avenue
Restaurant, part of the Catering College
in Weymouth. On the second Thursday
23 members and widows sat down for a
really excellent lunch served with great
professionalism by the young trainee staff. It
was a truly memorable experience and a real
credit to the staff and college.

Our next meeting is in January where our
speaker is an Eye Surgeon talking about
the history of his speciality followed by the
Presidents Lunch in February as we approach
the AGM in March and a new President for
the year to come and in April a talk about the
MV Freedom boat based in Weymouth..

Probus Club of Dorchester is part of the
international Probus Organisation and is a
group of retired or semi-retired men who
meet on the second Thursday of each month
for lunch at the Gamekeeper in Charminster.
At many of the meetings we have guest
speakers and a wide range of topics are
covered. We are keen to welcome new
members and if you are interested in coming
along please in the first instance contact
either Bill Lowes at williamlowes167@
btinternet.com or Chris Hutton-Penman at
chris@ossl.biz or on 01305753611
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THE THREE COMPASSES

A friendly welcome at THE THREE COMPASSES
- A family owned and run FREEHOUSE

REAL PUB - LIVE MUSIC - PUB FOOD
SKITTLES - OPEN JAZZ CLUB
VINTAGE TEAROOM -B & B

www.thethreecompassescharminster.co.uk

SKITTLE ALLEY AND TEA ROOM
AVAILABLE FOR FUNCTIONS

ACCOMMODATION
CONTACT ROB & TINA DIXON
01305 - 263618

9 The Square, Charminster, Dorchester DT2 9QT
thethreecompassescharminster@gmail.com
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THE FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE SERVICE

“Ensuring customers have an honest appraisal in any situation with their best interests at heart"

« MOT Centre » Welding !

» Servicing & Repairs » Air Conditioning .

+ Diagnostics « Wax vy T) \
- Brakes « Clutches e Y
» Tyres & Wheel Alignment » Timing Belts 3

All Makes & Models, New & Old Cars, 4x4’s, /’//////
Classics, Motorhomes & Light commercial o
. a4
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MOT Online Booking System

@ www.charminstergarage.co.uk FREE Courtesy Cars &

Collection Services Available

Unit 1 Charminster Farm Ind. Est., Wanchard Lane, Charminster, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 9RP

PARROTT LOCKS

Master Locksmith

Vehicle Entry, Keys & Remotes
Safes opened & Supplied
UPVC & Wooden door specialist

07709 545701

paul@parrottlocks.co.uk
www.parrottlocks.co.uk :
Trading Standards Approved ST
Fully Insured & DBS Checked -




‘Hi,

‘Your body will last longer than the
expensive car, handbaq or mobile.

‘Exercise can reduce your risk of early
death by 30% while beoesting your .
self-esteem, mood, quality of sleep and o

READY TGO INVEST IN YOURSELF?

‘For friendly, suppor tive personal
training and sports massage, get in

touch today!
Charlotte Fascse x

SIGNATURE FITNESS

m PERSONAL TRAINING
SPORTS MASSAGE

07880 206880

signature-fithess@outlook.com

HERRISON HALL

CHARLTON DOWN VILLAGE HALL

CHARITY NO; 1079442

Your Community Centre for

Anniversaries, Celebrations, Classes,
Club Meetings, Concerts, Conferences,
Dancing, Exercise, Parties, Receptions,
Seminars, Tuition, Weddings, WI, etc

Email: bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info
www.charltondownvillagehall.info

Charminster Village Hall

Bookings being taken now for children’s parties
and other family occasions in our main hall.

New lounge available for smaller groups, book
clubs etc.

Well-equipped kitchen with crockery and glasses.

Competitive rates — Discounts for Charminster
residents.

Contact: enquiries@charminstervillagehall.co.uk
Or call: 07918 595456

Website: www. charminstervillagehall.co.uk
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SHEDS and
FENCING GARDEN BUILDINGS STAG
BUILD
* FENCING SHEDS « NEW BUILDS
* DECKING GARDEN BUILDINGS « KITCHENS
« GATES 01305 579209 « BATHROOMS
« LANDSCAPING www.stag-sheds.co.uk * EXTENSIONS
& TURFING « CONVERSIONS
» DRIVEWAYS,
PATIOS & _ «+.AND MUCH
PATHS MORE
01305 263021

WWW.STAG-BUILD.CO.UK
Susannah DuValle sac pip RFHP
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+/ Carpet &
+ Upholstery

Cleaning
TOTAL DETAIL

Total Detail is your local expert in
Nail Cutting professional carpet and upholstery cleaning.

(including diabetic feet)
Corns We utilise the world’'s most advanced equipment
Callus and eco-friendly cleaning solutions to deliver
Athletes Foot exceptional results.

Ingrowing Toe Nails .

Thickened Nails Fast Dry Times

Fungal Nails
Cracked Heels
Hard Skin Removal
Verruca

Dorset

Do you suffer
discomfort from:

Say goodbye to wet carpets and long drying times.
Our Texatherm system dries your carpets in just 30-60
minutes, for a hassle-free cleaning experience. Contact
us today for a free quote and discover how Total Detail

can transform your home or office.

Book your home

EMAIL SUPPORT - totaldetailcarpetcleaning@gmail.com

appointment /4

TpOFE) AY! Lers Tak - 07359 090 734
WORKING HOURS - 24/7 Including emergency call outs

07795 977648 €7 "R www.totaldetailcleaning.co.uk




UPDATE ON HEATING PROBLEM AT CHARMINSTER CHURCH

Emma Kerjenski - Charminster Church Warden

Our current heating system is not working and
| am sure everyone will agree after spending
the last 10 years trying to keep it going - with
only limited success - we are not planning to
spend anything further trying to fix it.

Instead, we have had a number of highly
accredited heating experts inspect our
system and we are now awaiting each of
their recommendations for what is the most
appropriate and cost-effective way to heat our
church. Ideas range from swapping out our old
air source heat pump for a new one, changing
to a gas boiler (but we need to bring gas to
the church for this) or considering an electric
boiler with a view to installing solar panels in
the future. We intend to make full use of the
underfloor system that is in place, so the last
heating project, post floods, was not at all
wasted. Air Source Heat Pumps have evolved
and improved enormously over the years, our
broken one is considered to be very old tech
in comparison to what is available today.

Once all of the recommendations are in, the
church council (PCC) will select the company
most suited to working with us as a church,
we will then get advice from our architect,

liaise with the Diocese Advisory Committee
and make the appropriate faculty / planning
applications to get permission to resolve our
heating issue.

A new heating system will come at a substantial
cost, and we will be actively fund raising and
very glad and grateful to receive any gifts that
people can offer to help us get our church
warm and welcoming again.

In the meantime, | am afraid despite working
as quickly as we can, it will be a lengthy process
and we are unlikely to have any solutions
in place any time soon. Therefore, we are
keeping the church as ambient as possible with
air heaters, but please wear warm clothing
and feel free to borrow a blanket when visiting
the church for the time being.
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CHARMINSTER AND STINSFORD CHURCH SERVICES -
FEBRUARY 2026

1 Feb
11.00 am Parish Eucharist (Charminster)
11.00 am BCP Parish Communion (Stinsford)

8 Feb
8.00 am BCP Eucharist (Charminster)
9.30 am Morning Praise (Charminster)

15 Feb
11.00 am Parish Communion (Charminster)

22 Feb

8.00 am BCP Eucharist (Charminster)

9.30 am All Age Communion (Charminster)
6.00 BCP Evensong (Stinsford)

1 March
11.00 am Parish Eucharist (Charminster)
11.00 am BCP Parish Communion (Stinsford)

For services at other churches in the benefice,
see the website https://www.cscsvbenefice.
org/about/whats-on-in-the-benefice.



STINSFORD NEWS

In with the New Year 2026 and | have to say
following the spectacular celebratory fireworks,
and for a few days in early January, there was the
best of what the sky at night's natural lighting
had to offer. the Wolf Super Moon in clear
skies, was something to behold illuminating all
around. With Super moons on every full moon
for that last four lunar cycles they were quite an
experience but we will not see another display
so bright until November 2026.

With the Christmas decorations packed away
the Crib in the church remained still in place
awaiting the three Kings, the Magi's arrival on
6th January 2026 on the Feast of Epiphany or
Three Kings Day. They then leave to return to
their homes by an alternative route so as not to
go anywhere near Jerusalem and King Herod.

I must firstly thank the third year KMC Florists
for their beautiful design and completion of the
floral decorations of our church, quite wonderful
and admired by all and for the Rangers at
Thorncombe Wood for providing the holly.

‘Going the Rounds’ biennial event organised
by The Thomas Hardy Society and directed
by Alastair Braidwood saw two performances,
Thursday 11th December (in church) and Friday
12th walking the Parish with stops at relevant
points in the story. A clear dry night saw the
parish visits to include Hardy’s Cottage and
Visitor Centre, Kingston Maurward House,
the Old Manor with a joyous Merry Christmas
from the Beetons, the Old
Schoolhouse with Fancy Day
delightfully candlelit, wishing all
present “Thank you Singers, thank
you” and Farmer Shiners with a
welcome by the new residents just
moved in, although Farmer Shiner
was his belligerent self as usual.
Then to the warmth of St Michaels
with a glass of mulled wine and a
mince pie, carols and a Mummers
play. Full houses on both evenings
made for a great start. Stinsford’s
own Carol Service followed on the
Sunday, with the Occasional Choir
directed by Alastair Dean and 9
lessons and carols followed by

more mulled wine and mince pies and the Grand
Draw, the winner of the £100 being Stuart and
Sandy Spinney's son Ben who delightfully, on
hearing his good news, shared it with his sister.
| must say | am so pleased dishwashers have
been invented thus no need to wash ten dozen
glasses in three days, not quite in a row!

The following Sunday saw Christingle and the
greatest number of children our churchwardens
have seen for a number of years. Thoroughly
enjoyed by all and the collection going to
the Children’s Society. Christmas Eve and the
Archdeacon of Sherborne and Dorset, Penny
Sayer took a well supported 8.00 pm service
and a pleasure it was to all , with not so much a
sermon given but more warm hearted thoughts
for Christmas. Christmas Day and another full
church with Rob van der Hart officiating and
some heart raising carols before all returning to
their homes for Christmas Lunch and the bright
day. A wonderful collection of services with
smiling faces and all full of good cheer.

There were a number of visitors over the festive
season to St Michaels, noted in the visitors
book, including ex pupils of Stinsford House
when it was a school, grown up now with
families of their own.

And now to the new year, and what will 2026
bring us. Hopefully peace and goodwill

throughout to all.
Michael Clarke




hklaw

Expert support for Letting
Agents and Landlords

Our experienced property litigation team help letting agents &
their landlords navigate possession matters with confidence.

> Advice on Tenancy Agreements > Evictions
> Rent Arrears & Disputes > Repair & Maintenance Obligations

hklaw.uk
A Dorchester T 01305 251007 E dorchester@hklaw.uk

£
FOND FAREWELL
— VIS ——

We offer a gentle and dignified home
visit euthanasia service for dogs and
cats in and around Dorset.

A and P Drainage
AandPdrainage 1@hotmail.com

If we can help, please contact us on
BLOCKED DRAINS CCTV 01300 320 332

DRAINS SURVEYS DRAIN REPAIRS 07442 27 27 28
info@fondfarewellvets.co.uk
Tel: 01305 835949

Mobile: 07887 572504

24 hour service, No callout fee, 20 years experience www.fondfarewellvets.co.uk
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Frome Valley Kitchens

of Dorchester
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Style, quality & attentton to detall

Kitchen, Bedroom & Bathroom
Specialists
01305 264490

Call into our showrooms today:

Grove Trading Estate Proud +o be
Dorchester DT1 1ST
www.fromevalleykitchens.com
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PUGSLEY REVILL

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Please telephone Nick Gill or Kevin Andrews
Home visits to suit.

e Accounts Preparation e Audit
e Taxation advice ® New business advice
e VAT Returns ® Bookkeeping & Payroll

e Sage & QuickBooks support & training
e Company formation & secretarial services

Email: admin@pugsleyrevill.co.uk
Tel: 01305 267353
Address: 18 High West Street, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1UW

Matthew Lucas
Funeral Directors &
Monumental Masons

A family business providing a Dignified, Professional and
Caring 24 hour service

Pre-paid Funeral Plans available

DOWN HOUSE, WIDCOMBE STREET, POUNDBURY, DORCHESTER DT1 3BS
Tel: 01305 753533 www.dorchesterfunerals.com

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors
Recommended by The Good Funeral Guide and The Natural Death Centre




C.., approved
@) ggl?ugum.uk

Your Trusted Lol Goroge Finder

A family run garage offering servicing, repairs and MOT's for your car or commercial
vehicle. Our lead technician Gary has been servicing Charminster and the local area for
over 25 years, now heading his own team of mechanics and qualified MOT testers

Class 4 MOT's for cars and smaller vans

Class 7 MOT's for commercial vehicles weighing 3,000 to 3,500 kg
Servicing, repairs, welding and diagnostic facilities

Seasonal vehicle checks, including underbody rustproofing
Hybrid Electric Vehicles

Supply and fit new tyres, with over 100 in stock

Agents for Terraclean™ DPF Cleaning

Vehicle collection and delivery service

Courtesy cars available for booking

Now incorporating our new venture Dorset Performance Exhausts and Tuning Ltd

= WA= | = & FdoiAisdiindcs 1 |

e Bespoke Stainless Steel Exhaust systems, including Longlife™ Exhaust Systems
e Tuning & Engine Remapping

REAR OF FILLING STATION, A35 WINTERBOURNE ABBAS,
DORCHESTER, DORSET DT2 9LJ

wataasltd@gmail.com winterbourneabbasautos.co.uk

& 01305 880013
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urch Contacts |
, Benefice of Charminster, Stinsford
| W & the Chalk Stream Villages

{ Rector: Rev'd Leila Mather
& Charminster Vicarage, Mill Lane
®rector@cscsvbenefice.org
S (V07876868862
1 01305263761

Admin Team (Tuesdays only)
®admin@cscsvbenefice.org

For most inquiries, see:
4-‘]':-www.cscsvbenefice.org

We are a group of six Church of England parishes
rooted in our local community.
Everyone is welcome in our churches.
All parishioners have the right to be married, baptised
& buried by their local CofE church, get in touch!
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PLANNING REPORT

"Charminster is under siege.” Those were the
words of Parish Council chairman Mark Simons
at a meeting to discuss a proposed extension
to the Charminster Farm development.

Several dozen residents crowded into the
Community Hall to express their concerns
about a Wyatt Homes plan for Phase 5 of
the development. Wyatts have applied for
permission to build another 71 homes in fields
off Wanchard Lane.

People living in Highfield Close said the new
houses, on higher ground behind Highfield
Close, posed a threat to the environment,
would jeopardise their privacy, place an extra
burden on unsuitable local roads and cause
further flooding and drainage problems.

Similar concerns were expressed at an
exhibition in the village hall when residents
were invited to comment on new proposals to
build 133 houses on land behind Ellerslie Close.
Villagers wanted answers to questions about
the impact of additional traffic, the availability
of school places and GP waiting lists.

Phase 5 of Charminster Farm and the Ellerslie
Close proposal are just two of several planning
initiatives which could result in over 4,000 new
houses being built in and around Charminster.

Dorset Council’s recently published draft local
plan lists the following “opportunity sites” for
development in Charminster:

1. Extension of existing development east of
Wanchard Lane as far as Drakes Lane — 200
houses

2. Extension of existing development west of
Wanchard Lane as far as Sodern Lane — 140
houses

3. Land of Ellerslie Close — 140 houses
4. Dorchester Vineyard site — 50 houses
5. Charminster Depot site — 30 houses

The biggest planned development is between
Charminster and Stinsford. The so-called
“Norchester” proposal includes provision for
3,600 houses.

In response to this “siege” of Charminster,
the Parish Council has appointed a planning
consultant to prepare its objections. Her
report on Charminster Farm Phase 5 is

16

now on the council's website https://www.
charminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk/the-council/
minutes-and-agendas/ and will be updated in
the light of feedback at the council meeting.

Cllr Simons told the planning meeting that
the County Council's delay in agreeing the
local plan mean that developers were coming
forward with applications now, before the
final plan was in place. They also faced
fewer restrictions because Charminster lay
just outside the designated Dorset Area of
Outstanding National Beauty.

Steve Chalk of Wyatt Homes said Phase 5 was
a suitable site for development which would
make a positive contribution to housing need,
including 25 affordable homes.

Councillor Peter Dangerfield told the meeting
that Charminster had been "amazingly
receptive” towards incomers, and remarkably
tolerant of the impact of so many new homes.
But he said it had come to the point where the
village should accept no more development’

He said: “Charminster is changing out of all
recognition. We don't want social cohesion
damaged by one development after another.”

The deadline for registering objections
to the Phase 5 proposal has passed, but
concerned residents should contact their
County Councillor David Taylor at cllirdavid.
taylor@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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NEWS FROM THE CHARLTON DOWN NATURE AREA

Occupying a small corner of the village, next
to the Community Orchard on Herrison Road,
Charlton Down Nature Area is dedicated to
wildlife conservation and an improvement in
biodiversity. It is owned by Charminster Parish
Council who initially set it up when the village
was developed in and around the old Herrison
Hospital at the end of the 90's and the beginning
of the Millenium. Three North Ward Councillors
and a small group of residents have been
volunteering their time in the last three years to
make the area a better place both for Nature to
thrive and for visitors to enjoy.

In recent years, the Nature Area’s importance
has been recognised as a means of preserving
all manner of existing local wildlife and
encouraging a wider variety of species by habitat
improvement. When we talk of preservation,
we mean holding on to the species of plant and
animal that have been traditionally found in this
part of Dorset, promoting their proliferation in
numbers, as well as encouraging new species to
settle or use the area. Why is all this important
right now?

For many reasons the UK is experiencing a
rapid decline in all forms of wild creatures and
plants. These reasons include the increasing
use of herbicides and pesticides, expanding
urbanisation, and agricultural encroachment,
together with significant changes in weather and
climate.

Did you know that 2024 was one of the worst
years on record for butterflies in the UK (UK
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 02.04.2025)?
More than half of butterfly species in the UK are
now in long-term decline and over a third are in
significant declines.

Or that half of British freshwater ponds have

The Charlton Down Nature Area pond
last summer
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disappeared since 1900? Ponds store water,
support biodiversity and help buffer floods and
droughts. Losing them undermines both nature
and our ability to adapt to climate extremes.
(Inside Ecology 3 December 2025).

The appearance of increasing numbers of
foreign species by accidental introduction, or
by natural northwards migrations following
warmer weather conditions, threaten to
outcompete many of our natural inhabitants.
Harlequin ladybirds, chestnut leaf-miner moths,
New Zealand pygmy weed, and of course the
very dangerous Asian Hornet, are some of the
problematic introductions locally (GB Non-
native Species Secretariat - The GB Non-native
Invasive Species Strategy 2023-2030).

As a result of the renewed interest in the
potential the CD Nature Area and the work that
has been taking place there, it is now part of
the Nature Recovery Dorset network and has
been designated as a Wildlife Friendly Space
by Dorset Wildlife Trust. If you are interested in
Nature and would like to lend us a hand now
and again, we would be delighted to hear from
you. For more information about the work we
are doing, you could join the Charlton Down
Nature Area and Orchard Facebook Group. Or
go online to our website and blog at https://
charltondownnaturearea.uk.

Jessica Winder

The Charlton Down Nature Area pond
this winter



o)
Trefoil Guild

Trefoil teddy being used

Jeane, Pam and Angela at our Christmas lunch 25 2 DCH mascot

Dorchester Trefoil’s Christmas lunch at The Junction was great fun as you can see from the
photograph above where Jeane, Pam and Angela were enjoying a joke. We all enjoyed
ourselves and came away feeling well fed. So we can justify two special meals, our evening
section always has a New Year meal, usually at the Sun Inn where we always have a good
meal. Our other Christmas event was carol singing, this year with residents of Southfield
House, who seemed to enjoy singing along with us despite the fact we haven't all got good
voices, and we were treated to mulled wine and mince pies. What a treat! | felt it was a bit of
a misnomer on their poster advertising us as Trefoil Singers!

Our community knitting project for the elderly has, since it began in 2019, donated over
1,500 items including lap blankets, shawls, twiddlemuffs, teddies and other animals to
Dorchester County Hospital (DCH) and several of the town's residential care homes. Yes,
knitted or crocheted elephants, puppies, dinosaurs and even a frog have been given. In early
November, | had a stock of 54 lap blankets about 30 shawls and by 7th December they had
all gone. Including some to Casterbridge Manor at Cerne Abbas, Wolfeton Manor and DCH.
I'm glad they are still needed.

DCH asked if we could provide a bear to use as a fund raising mascot, and Maureen Holmes,
another of our fantastic knitters made the mascot in the picture, which went with one of the
doctors to Combe Valley Race track. He has called it Tim. Christmas teddies were specially
made and were used by DCH as presents for patients with dementia.

Anyone who enjoys knitting can make things for our project and two of our Charminster WI
members do. Blankets are 40” by 48" so they can be used as both lap and memory blankets
— or you can make 8" by 8" squares which we sew up. Almost all of our wool is donated — we
always appreciate donations of double knitting wool.

A date for your diary. Our annual quiz for Foxlease will be on Tuesday 19th May 2026 in
Charminster Community Hall. Teams of up to 6 people booked in advance. £8 per person
including a Ploughman'’s supper and dessert.

For more information about Trefoil just contact me on:- jct19336@gmail.com
Judy Thompson
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SPECIALIST IN THE WATER INDUSTRY &
WATER PIPE RENEWALS

GROUNDWORKS | EXCAVATION
UTILITY SERVICES
TRENCHLESS SOLUTIONS
CONCRETE SURFACES

07967 630 044

DORSETUTILITIESGROUNDWORKS.CO.UK

EMERGENCY 24 HOUR
RESPONSE AVAILABLE

JTM LANDSCAPES

www.jtmlandscapes.co.uk

Garden Landscaping  Stone Walls
Patios & Paths Turf

Decking & Pergolas  Hedge Cutting
Fencing & Gates Shrub Pruning

Telephone James
Dorchester 757077
Mobile 07879 491479

\

NATURAL PAVING
Approved ' _ ’

Installer

WESSEX CARPENTRY
AND BUILDERS LTD

[ OVER 25 YEARS BUILDING EXPERIENCE |

® All aspects of carpentry and building work
undertaken

® Quality workmanship ® Free estimates
® Traditional Carpenters & Builders

Tel. 01305 251 255
Mob. 07733 226 547
www.wessexcarpentryandbuilders.co.uk
shaun@wessexcarpentry.com
2 Pomeroy Buildings,
Grove Trading Estate,
Dorchester DT1 1ST
Established 2003

A

MASTER
BUILDERS

PORT

DECOR

Interior & Exterior

Painting & Decorating

Contact Gary on 07881493755

Www.portdecor.co.uk
Email: garyroberts64@portdecor.co. (it

Public Liability Insured & member of PDA
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Your Pilot

The magazine is managed, produced,
distributed and delivered by volunteers on
a ‘not for profit’ basis to every household in

Charminster, Charlton Down and Stinsford. P i C t ure F ram i n g

It is financed by our loyal advertisers and our .
. . . 30 Years experience
parish and parochial church councils.

Grateful thanks to all of them. WE CAN OFFER

reasonable prices

large stock of frame mouldings

wide range of acid free coloured mount card

5 types of glass including water white non reflective and UV protective
needlepoint a speciality

box frames and medals

Quotations given
No obligation

We warmly invite your contribution! Please telephone us for an appointment

Q00000

Articles, news stories, memories, photographs, or we can arrange a home visit
events — anything, however long or short, that

ioht be of i d Roger Clarke-Williams
might be of interest to readers 44 Manor Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 2AX

Telephone: 01305 265137

Please send to editor@charpilot.com email: roger.clarke-williams@talktalk.net

[

FAST SAME DAY SERVICE

SALES AND REPAIRS
EXPERTS IN DIGITAL TV
TO ALL MAKES OF TV, «  STANDARD REPAIR CHARGES

WAIVSLLER LOCAL SERVICE

OUTS PROFESSIONAL & 7

TV & SMART
HOME CENTRE

s FRIENDLY SERVICE

AERIALS, SATELLITES d ALL WORK GUARANTEED
« COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE
& RECORDERS «  FRIENDLY HELPFUL ENGINEERS

TEL: (01305) 785017
WWW.TOUTSOFWEYMOUTH.CO.UK
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GRASSBY FUNERAL SERVICE

Still a family run business,
serving the local community since 1861

‘b-{l().\,

8 PRINCES ST, N7,
DORCHESTER
Tel. 01305 262338
(24 Hour Service)

MEMORIAL MASONS
located at
Grassby Memorials
Dorchester Rd, Grimstone

Golden.
Chartgr/

www.grassby-funeral.co.uk

GRASSBY MEMORIALS

CARVING MEMORIES IN STONE SINCE 1861

¢ MEMORIAL MASONRY

e MEMORIAL RENOVATIONS

¢ COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUES

e BESPOKE LETTER CARVING

¢ MEMBERS OF NAMM, BRAMM & RQMF E

MASONRY WORKSHOP & SHOWROOM: é ;
Dorchester Road, Grimstone, Dorchester, DT2 9NA
e Tel: 01305269678

e Email: info@grassby-stone.co.uk

e Web: www.grassby-stone.co.uk
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Need a tree surgeon? Knighton

. Countryside
Give us a call on 01305 848881 Management
Our services include: WOODLAND » ECOLOGY » LANDSCAPE

Tree surgery

Reductions and felling

Emergency tree work

Stump removal and wood chipping
Tree risk assessments

Hedge laying and fencing

Licence No.
AC2167

Fully qualified and insured staff

All jobs undertaken both large and small

Friendly advice, free no obligation visits and quotes LBH&EM:}&&
Contact us now on 01305 848881

Unit 37, Enterprise Park office@knightoncountryside.com
Piddlehinton DT2 7UA www.knightoncountryside.com

Wood Burners, Multi Fuel Stoves, FIREPLACE&
Gas & Electric Fires STOVECENTRE

Millers Close, Dorchester DT11SS - 01305 751700
Tuesday to Friday 9am - 5pm Saturday 10am - 2pm

www.fireplaceandstovecentre.co.uk

FIREPLACE SURROUNDS - CHIMNEY LINERS - TWIN WALL FLUE SYSTEMS - ACCESSORIES
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STINSFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

appointed in early 2026 and will be responsible
for submitting the planning application to Dorset
4} Council. Subject to the necessary approvals,
gi construction is expected to start in late 2026 with
completion in early 2028.

The site will accommodate the current 375
students, but staff numbers will increase to around
= 60 (roughly a third of staff are based at Poundbury
& at the moment).

Residents and Councillors alike are concerned about

Photo: Tony Escott the amount of traffic linked to the Dorset Studio
School. Current drop-off and pick-up arrangements
Flood warning for coaches and private cars raise major safety

Heavy rain falling on saturated ground led to issues. These have to be resolved before someone
flooding in the Parish in December. With climate is seriously injured. Councillors also stressed the
change the likelihood of more intense and more  absolute requirement for adequate on-site parking
frequent rainfall is increasing and so more flooding ~ for all staff and visitors so that there is no need for
in 2026 and beyond is almost inevitable. anyone to park on the verge on Hollow Hill.

Stinsford Parish Council has a climate and ecological ~ The DfE team reassured councillors that a detailed
emergency strategy and action plan which traffic plan would be prepared by the contractor
h|gh||ghts this risk and stresses the importance of and the Parish Council has asked to see this at the
being prepared. A key element is to have Flood earliest opportunity to ensure that all of its safety
Wardens who can help prepare for flooding by concerns have been addressed.

raising awareness, monitoring local conditions Other news in brief

(e.g. blocked drains) and acting as a link between
the local community and the emergency services
in the event of a flood. If anyone is interested in
volunteering for this role, please let us know.

North Dorchester: Stinsford Parish Council has
learned of a new map from academics and
archaeologists that details all known roads from
the Roman era. It has identified a section of
The flooding in December where Slyer's Lane road that was, effectively, a Dorchester bypass
(B3143) meets the B3150 and Stinsford Hill served  in Roman times. This is exactly the route where
to highlight the potential increase in risk of surface  North Dorchester would be constructed. We
water flooding if North Dorchester goes ahead. have called on Dorset Council to ensure that a full
Thousands of houses and associated infrastructure  archaeological survey is carried out in advance of
would significantly increase the amount of run-off  any development. Arguably this should be done
in this area. This is just one of many reasons why we  before designating the site as viable in the local
remain opposed to this development. The water plan.

meadows do an amazing job, acting as a natural
sponge absorbing, storing and filtering huge
amounts of water during floods, but they can only
do so much.

Lower Bockhampton playground: A recent
inspection has highlighted the need for maintenance
to be carried out on some of equipment. There has
also been some misuse. Councillors have therefore
Dorset Studio School traffic management - an  decided to close the playground for the remainder
accident waiting to happen of the winter. It will reopen at the start of the Easter
Now that Government funding for the replacement  holidays in March 2026.

Studio School building has been secured, there is  Get involved!

renewed focus on this project. At the invitation
of Stinsford Parish Council, a team from the
Department for Education (DfE) attended a
Parish Council meeting late last year to provide a
progress report.

North Dorchester, the Studio School and dangerous
roads that are putting people’s lives at risk are all
key issues for a tiny Parish Council. Please consider
joining us and help make a difference. Contact any
of the Councillors to find out more (our contact
We learned that a contractor is likely to be details are on the Stinsford Parish Council website).
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VILLAGE HALL NOTES

Charminster Village Hall Presents an Evening of

Old Charminster in Pictures

by Gwen Yarker wa, rsa, rriists

Friday February 27 2026
at 7.00pm

Tickets £12.50 from Nigel Kay: nigelrkay@gmail.com
To include light refreshments

Raffle

At a time when some locals are expressing concern about the future of Charminster as a village,
there's a chance this month to hear more about its colourful history.

Historian Gwen Yarker is giving an illustrated talk at the Village Hall on Friday, February 27th.
Entitled “Old Charminster in Pictures” it's a rare opportunity to see how the village used to
look.

Tickets, priced at £12.50, including light refreshments, are available from hall chairman Nigel
Kay on 01305 260401 or by emailing nigelrkay@gmail.com.

Sponsorship opportunities are still available for the Charminster Charity Golf Tournament taking
place at Wolfedale Golf Course on Saturday, March 28th.

Local businesses are warmly encouraged to show their support by sponsoring a hole for just
£100. All proceeds will benefit the many groups who meet at the Village Hall - a great way to
give back to the community while gaining visibility among attendees and supporters.

For team registration or sponsorship enquiries, please contact:

¢ Nigel Kay - nigelrkay@gmail.com
% Telephone - 01305 269401




The incredibly friendly
computer peaple

JURASSIC

Call Darrell Hounsome or
Lee Thompson for
jargon free, patient, friendly
computer help for
home and business users.

Whatever your computer problem, call us... we can help!

01305 755668

Repairs  Servicing  New PCs & Laptops
Training e Virus Removal

Are you ready for a new PC or Laptop? If so, come and see us.
We offer a complete service and will guide you through the whole
process. We can supply, update, set-up and then transfer your
documents/emails from your old system. We will give you the
benefit of our combined 37 years experience gained whilst
working for Kingston Maurward College in Dorchester.

Email: info@jurassic-computers.co.uk
Website: www.jurassic-computers.co.uk
PROSPECT HOUSE, PEVERELL AVENUE EAST, POUNDBURY,
DORCHESTER, DORSET DT1 3WE

WOODS & TAPPER
FUNERAL SERVICE

. ( . . 70
Jé’/‘l’(./[/' f{ e community suice 78578

[

We offer a comprehensive range of
services from practical assistance in
arranging a funeral through to sympathetic
advice and expert support.

Funeral Directors:

+ Pauline Guy
Dip FD MBIFD

- Becci Wiles
- Harry Godden

6 Albert Road, Dorchester,
Dorset DT1 1SF

www.woodsfuneralservices.co.uk

01305 250425

Woods Funeral Services is part of Tapper Funeral Service.

J. O'CONNOR

~——— PLASTERING & DECORATING —

Internal plastering, rendering, dry lining,
coving and cornice works, painting and
decorating services.

Committed to a high quality finish and
complete customer satisfaction.

17 years experience, offering plastering and
decorating services to customers across
Dorset and surrounding areas.

Call Josh for a quote on 07876308316 or
email oconnor87@hotmail.co.uk
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WENDY SOUTHAM
LWCMD, ALWCMD

Singing, Flute and Piano teacher
20+ years experience
Help with aural and theory also available

11 Cedar Road
Charlton Down

07811417820
01305 266283

wendysoutham@btinternet.com




Gardiners
Gas & Plumbing

TEL - 01305 594132
Mobile - 07929 071106
Email — cardinersgas@gmail.com

B)

Appliance Servicing
New Boiler Installations
Bathrooms
Power-Flushing
Radiators & Plumbing
Free Quotes

Local Family Business
Established Dorchester
1995.

Andrew Darby

Building Services

All types of building work undertaken:

Extensions, structural alterations,

kitchen, bathrooms

01305 757162 07974 260938

Email: adbsltd@gmail.com

P. D. S.

Planning. Drawing. Service.

Site surveys, design drawings and
Planning Applications.
Applications for larger home extensions.
Building regulation drawings and applications.

Contact Paul Dollery: 01305 753538
or 07787 560133,
email: pauldollery@hotmail.com
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BURTON
LANDSCAPES LTD

An established professional team of
landscapers undertaking all aspects of
landscaping and maintenance including
fencing, pergolas, artificial and wooden
decking, artificial grass, turfing, walling,
paving, steps, groundworks, drainage
and site clearance.

Contact Mike on
07717 685951

01305 854603

burtonlandscape@hotmail.com
www.burtonlandscapes.co.uk




HARDY TREE

SURGEONS

The Professional Arboricultural Service

Specialising in Tree Surgery, Landscaping Garden Management & Utilities
Throughout the South

Tree Care for Residential, Commercial, Forestry, Agricultural & Estates
Tree Surveys, Inspections, Reports & Consultancy

Highways, Roads & Street Clearance

Dismantling & Felling

Pollarding & Veteran Tree Management

Reductions, Thinning, Pruning & Reshaping

Crown Lifting &Dead Wooding

Site Clearance, Garden & Hedge Maintenance

Tree & Hedge Planting

Stump Removal

Logs & Wood Chippings

TPO & Conservation Applications

Fully Insured - £10 million Public Indemnity

Fully Qualified - NPTC Ci &'F"
Tree Works to BSI 3998 : 2010 Standards _I:Ends
Friendly, Reliable & Efficient Service NPTC
Free Quotations Quaalified

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

Tel. 01300 341471 - Mob. 07774 477435

www.hardytree.co.uk

The Office @ Unit 1 Charminster Farm Industrial Estate, Wanchard Lane,
Charminster, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 9RP

email: nickie@hardytree.co.uk
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JASPERS

HAIRDRESSERS

Hairdressing Salon
at the heart of the Piddle Valley

Offering men’s, women’s & children’s ) ) )
cuts, colours and restyles Working to exceptionally high standards
we are a small local cleaning company

Experienced stylists who take the time to listen based in Dorchester.

Free on-street parking Offering weekly, fortnightly, spring cleans,

Mainstreet, Piddletrenthide DT2 7QL and end of tenancy cleans.
www.jaspershairsalon.co.uk All products supplied. References available.
01300 348569

Contact Lucy on 07788 798 585 or

Contact us today to discuss your hair needs email lucyyoung9@hotmail.com

Stuart Kemp

Plumbing & Heating Services
07968 961376 01305 265956

( General Plumbing
( Bathroom Installations
( Boiler and Full Heating Installations
( Gas Safety Certificates and Servicing

Free quotations

No VAT
(for a limited
pel"iOd only) REGISTER

www.kempplumbingandheating.co.uk
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CHARMINSTER WI: CHARMINSTER WHISPERS

Shortly after moving to Charminster and
joining the WI, | was asked if | wanted to take
part in Charminster Whispers. | had heard
mention of this, but had no idea what it was —
an organised method for circulating the latest
village news or gossip? But no, the parallel is
with the game Chinese Whispers. The person
at the start of the chain is shown a photo and
uses that as inspiration to produce a whisper
to pass on to the second person in the chain,
who takes inspiration from the first person'’s
whisper to produce something to pass to the
third person, and so on.

The content of a whisper is extremely
varied. There are some talented artists and
craftspeople in the WI who produce so some
beautiful items, others may use the activity to
explore a new craft or skill — but there is no
need to have any creative leaning at all. Some
will download photos and /or information
from the internet, others may take their own
photos of a place or a possession... Often a
whisper will relate to a place, a cause, or an
event that has personal significance for the
whisperer, and it is then lovely to find out
a bit more about others in the group - but
the primary aim is that it should be fun! And
| guess I've found that to be generally true

of Charminster's WI — primarily a fun social
gathering, with the bonus of being able to
share with, and learn from, each other.

The photo is of a whisper from our latest
round: a favourite children’s book and
wonderful recreation of its cover. But a photo
of the book on its own would be just fine
to pass on to the next person — there is no
pressure at all to exhibit creative talent, we
just enjoy seeing the works of those who can!

Julie Kates

THESFHREEICOMPASSES

BAND NIGHTS

FEB 2026 MUSIC

SUN 1st 4pm - BALANCE OF POWER
ACOUSTIC

SAT 7th 7.30pm - STARTER CHARLIE BAND

SUN 8th 4pm - PAUL SUNDT & JULIA

THURS 12th 7pm - § OPEN MIC - Si Genaro

SAT 14th 7pm - TBA
SUN 15th 4pm - SHADY BEARD

29

WED 18th 8pm - JAZZ JAM
SAT 21st 7pm - TBA
SUN 22nd 4pm - STEVE WILSON BAND

SAT 28th 7.30pm - RUNNING WYLDE



#Rs Petof theMonth .. 'k

This is our dog Rolo and he is going to be 10 on 24th February. We are giving him
a special birthday dinner!

His favourite walks are by the river. He swims whatever the weather (even in our
paddling pool!) and usually splashes us when he gets out.

He is very cuddly (even when he is wet!), joins in our games and always makes new
friends.

Lily & Holly Overment (age 8 & 7)

)

CHARMINSTER VILLAGE FETE

6th June 2026
2 -5pm

If you'd like to help
please contact Susan McCrea — email:susanmccrea@icloud.com
More information next month!
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VILLAGE'S DIRECTORY

DORSET COUNCILLOR
Clir David Taylor 07905 352710 clirdavid.taylor@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

LOCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM

All villages are covered by Neighbourhood Police Teams (NPT). We're looked after by Support
officer (PSCO 5410) Sarah Pilcher. If you want to contact one of the team for any reason then go
online to Dorset Police website at dorchester-rural-npt@dorset.police.uk and follow ‘Do It Online’
to access a range of services. Or there’s always 101 or 999 or via Do It Online / Dorset Police

CHARMINSTER CONTACTS

Parish Council Chairman: Mark Simons 260055

Vice chair: Carol Matthews 751535

Parish Clerk: Michele Harding 07946 489 488
St Mary'’s School Headteacher: Mick Homer 263880

Caretaker: Belinda Bessant 266598
Pre-School Vanessa Thomas 251512
Village Hall Bookings: Julie Seeney

charminstervhbookings@gmail.com 07896 326076
wi Mary Hayes 251503
Bell Ringers Captain: Chris White 07783 555 199
Girl Guides Alison Barlow 07534 309 595
Brownies Alison Barlow 07534 309 595

Scouts, Cubs, Beavers
Scottish Country Dancing

Charminsters Stores

Art Group

Community Hall

Village Hall
Jellytots
Flood Warden

Charlton Down Cricket

Stinsford Parish Council

Editors - editor@charpilot.com

Joanne Hunns

Val Scriven

Louise Christopher
Maria Cole

communityhall@charminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk

CHARLTON DOWN CONTACTS

bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info
Emma
Carol Matthews

Peter (Tommy) Tucker
youth/senior
James Pretty: booking / hire

STINSFORD CONTACTS

Parish Clerk: Kirsty Rigler
stinsfordclerk@googlemail.com

THE PILOT CONTACTS
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07738 539 929
265177

07533 251065
07923 504295
07947 622 326

07791 204 323
751535
07810 275 847

07810 275 847

268818

Advertising - advertising@charpilot.com
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CHARMINSTER COMMUNITY HALL ™
Looking for a venue to hold a party, wedding reception, exercise,
dance or sports class, meetings, conference?
Charminster Community Hall could be what you are looking for.
Boasting an expansive main hall 20x12m, large and small meeting room, fully equipped
kitchen, ample parking, easy one level access.
Purpose built with the community in mind, modern and spacious with up to date
technology to keep you connected. Competitive rates for businesses and discounts
available for residents of Charminster, Charlton Down and Forston (T&C's apply)
Available to hire for badminton and pickleball at £2.50 per person per hour.

o
e

To check availability and provisionally book:
https://venuehire.scribeaccounts.com/Charminster-Parish-Council
? Location: Weir View, Charminster DT2 9QY
»%¢ Email: communityhall@charminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk
R Call: 07947 622326

Charminster Parish Council

South Ward (Charminster village) North Ward (Charlton Down & Forston)
Mark Simons (Chair) Carol Matthews (Vice-chair)

Peter Dangerfield Susan Frazer

Alan Rolls Tony Murrell

Julie Jackson Andy Harris

Tim Yarker Peter Mauger

Kevin Fairey
Contact details on our website

Contact: Parish Clerk (Michele Harding) c/o Community Hall, Weir View,
Charminster DT2 9QY phone 07946 489488 or email clerk@charminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk

Please see our website for contact details and to see information on meetings

www.charminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk



