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Dates for submissions for our July edition - 5th June 2026.  
Editor@charpilot.com

DEAR COMMUNITY,
The Pilot is the work of a team.  We have a number of people who write articles and take 
photos - more than 30 so far this year.  We have a management team who sell the advertising 
space, pay the bills and generally keep things right and proper.  We have a professional 
team of people who put the magazine together, print it and produce the finished product.  
We have businesses and organisations who advertise, or who give grants, to help to provide 
the magazine free to homes.  And we have a team who deliver it to your door.  
If anyone out there would like to help, in pretty much any capacity, then you would be more 
than welcome.  You would be joining a team of others to help this magazine reflect the 
voice of Charminster, Stinsford and Charlton Down.  It is not a lifetime commitment, you can 
volunteer for as much or as little as you can do.  Just email Editor@charpilot.com.
And if you can’t help then we always need people to read the thing!  So keep up with that 
job, there is no point in the rest of us doing our bit without you.
In this edition, you can find the answers to these questions:
1.  Who cleaned the beach in Weymouth?  
2.  How many orchards does the Parish Council own and manage?
3.  Which organisation made it to 108 but won’t make it to 109?
4.  What is the proper name for the flower heads of cow parsley?
5.  Who finds shrimps in the Cerne?
Francis

Telephone: 01308 423411 Email: o� ice@creedsuk.com Website: www.creedsuk.com
Creeds Design & Print, 9c Gore Cross Business Park, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3UX

Business  •  Personal  •  Creative  •  Promotional  •  Community    

Real People | Great Print | Est. 1956
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CHARMINSTER WI MARCH / APRIL
The March meeting 
was our birthday party, 
marking 108 years of 
Charminster WI. We 
celebrated with excellent 
food, a challenging 
quiz, and amusing 
entertainment provided 
by the committee. 
Celebration of our busy, 
varied programme continued at the Annual 
Meeting in April, with reminders of a wide 
range of interesting speakers and reports 
from several activity groups, including the 
book group, crafting and walking groups. 
Scrapbooks were on show for reminiscing, 
and there was a brilliant display of work by 
the current watercolour group.
But the business part of the Annual Meeting 
presented us with a difficult decision. The 
National Federation has introduced new 
rules for membership of the WI. Membership 
is now open only to biological females and 
everyone renewing their membership must 
sign a form declaring that they were registered 
female at birth. All who were preparing to 
serve on the Charminster committee for 
the year ahead – and many others – were 
extremely unhappy with the move away from 
inclusivity and felt unable to sign the new 
membership form. Nobody at the meeting 
was willing or able to sign the form and 

serve on the committee: 
a vote was held, and of 
37 attendees, 32 voted 
to suspend the group. 
Representatives of the 
Dorset Federation who 
came to the meeting said 
how sad it was to close 
after 108 good years, 
and indeed, everyone 

was very sad to come to this decision – 
none more so than those who had been 
looking forward to serving on the committee 
going forward but felt genuinely unable, on 
principle, to sign the membership form.
As the group is suspended, the Federation 
holds our funds for the next 3 years – if the 
policy changes, maybe we will rejoin. For 
now, regular activities such as teas at the 
Charminster Fete 
and our summer 
garden party will 
go ahead and 
several of the 
groups (open to 
all!) will continue. In 
the months ahead 
a new, inclusive 
women’s group 
may be formed – 
watch this space!
Julie Kates

“DR JAZZ”
Presents 

MEDICINE FOR YOUR EAR

AN EARLY SUMMER CONCERT 
IN ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHARMINSTER, DT2 9RD

FRIDAY 26TH JUNE 2026 AT 7.00 PM
Tickets @ £10.00 available from

Tel. 01305 213403    07795 347408/07818 508011 
Interval Drinks and nibbles included           Proceeds towards Church funds
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Dorchester Trefoil sections have enjoyed tea 
and a wander round Goulds Garden centre 
and also skittles at the Colliton Club recently 
but we have also been on a beach clean on 
Weymouth beach where we found all sorts of 
rubbish. It was mainly small pieces of plastic, 
fishing nets and glass - all dangerous for 
wildlife - but we also found several pieces 
of ladies’ tights and other unexpected items 
which perhaps I’d better not mention, plus 
some empty cans and bottles. Overall, we 
were impressed by how clean the beach was. 
It was part of our SWEEP challenge. (South 
West England Ecological Project)
We also held our County Annual Meeting 
- in St Leonards and St Ives Village Hall - 
about as far east in the county as we could 
go. Next time it will be more central! Each 
guild provided entertainment and had a mini 
market stall if they wished in the morning. 
The afternoon was the AM and an interesting 
speaker from Foxlease Park, an activity centre 

in the New Forest. The raffle was for Teenage 
Cancer research.  In a sketch based on the 
poem The Owl and the Pussycat, I was the 
pig, and had to wear a pig’s snout!
Trefoil is open to anyone over the age of 18 
provided they support Girlguiding, Scouting 
and also the community. For more information 
please contact me, Judy Thompson, email:- 
jct19336@gmail.com or Tel:- 01305 263783.
Judy Thompson
Dorchester Trefoil

DORCHESTER TREFOIL JUNE 2026
Dorchester Trefoil 

 

 

We have had a fairly quiet month for once but 
did manage to squeeze in a lunch at Goulds 
Garden centre as an extra get together. 

 

As our speaker was unable to come to our July 
meeting, we changed our programme to a 
version of ‘Would I lie to you’ – committee 
versus the rest of our members attending the 
meeting. The committee won with the comment 

from several members that they were horrified we were such good liars! Due to a 
poor weather forecast, our Evening section’s barbecue was postponed until August.  
 

Fiona Bevins, Chris White and I delivered 35 
shawls, 21 blankets, 17 twiddlemuffs and 10 
teddy bears to the stroke unit of Dorchester 
County Hospital where they will be shared 
between the Mary Anning dementia wards, and 
Evershot ward as well as the stroke unit. WE 
normally deliver direct to the Mary Anning wards 
but they are closed to the public at present due 
to Norovirus. 

You don’t have to be members of Trefoil to knit 
for the Trefoil community knitting project (Chris 
and Fiona aren’t) and all knitters are welcome 
to our knit and natter group. 

As ever we always appreciate donations of wool 
so our members can continue to knit shawls and 

blankets for DCH. 

Dorchester Trefoil (afternoon group) meets at St George’s church hall, Fordington, 
on the first Wednesday afternoon of each month. Visitors are welcome. It’s very 
friendly and always with tea and chat. Evening Trefoil usually meets on the 4th 
Wednesday evening of each month. For more information about both the afternoon 
and evening groups contact Judy Thompson, e-mail:- jct19336@gmail.com (or via 
Charminster WI). 

Judy Thompson 
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 The Upvc Repair Company 
Broken or misted sealed units replaced into Upvc 

Upvc door and window repairs 
Hinges, handles, locks, barrels and rubber gasket 

replaced 
Upvc windows and doors refurbished 

Mobile: 07415 579988 Tel: 01935 83430 or 01305 559975 
Email: info@theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk 

www.theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk 
No call out charge 

Parrott Locks
L O C K S M I T H

UPVC & Wooden Door Lock Specialist

Safes Opened, Serviced or Supplied

Vehicle Opening & Vehicle Keys/Remotes    

Key Safes, Codelocks, Additional Gate & Garage Security

07709 545701
paul@parrottlocks.co.uk     www.parrottlocks.co.uk
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Safes Opened, Serviced or Supplied

Vehicle Opening & Vehicle Keys/Remotes    

Key Safes, Codelocks, Additional Gate & Garage Security
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paul@parrottlocks.co.uk     www.parrottlocks.co.uk

PARROTT LOCKS
Master Locksmith
Vehicle Entry, Keys & Remotes 
Safes opened & Supplied
UPVC & Wooden door specialist

07709 545701
paul@parrottlocks.co.uk
www.parrottlocks.co.uk
Trading Standards Approved
Fully Insured & DBS Checked
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Fun in the floods for some! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Charminster Village Hall 
Bookings being taken now for children’s par6es and other family occasions in our main hall. 

New lounge available for smaller groups, book clubs etc. 

Well-equipped kitchen with crockery and glasses. 

Compe66ve rates – Discounts for Charminster residents.   

Contact: enquiries@charminstervillagehall.co.uk 

Or call: 07918 595456 

Website: www. charminstervillagehall.co.uk 

Charminster Village Hall
Bookings being taken now for children’s parties 

and other family occasions in our main hall.

New lounge available for smaller groups, book 
clubs etc.

Well-equipped kitchen with crockery and glasses.

Competitive rates – Discounts for Charminster 
residents.

Contact: enquiries@charminstervillagehall.co.uk 
Or call: 07918 595456

Website: www. charminstervillagehall.co.uk
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Charminster 

 Village Hall 

Now fully open once more. 

For children’s parties and other private bookings  

contact Sarah Bird on 01305 266478 

Or sarah345bird@aol.com 

 HERRISON HALL 
CHARLTON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 

CHARITY  NO; 1079442 

Your Community Centre for 
Anniversaries, Celebrations, Classes, Club Meetings, Concerts, Conferences, 
Dancing, Exercise, Parties, Receptions, Seminars, Tuition, Weddings, WI, etc 

 
Email:  bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info 

www.charltondownvillagehall.info  

2 

 

Charminster 

 Village Hall 

Now fully open once more. 

For children’s parties and other private bookings  

contact Sarah Bird on 01305 266478 

Or sarah345bird@aol.com 

 HERRISON HALL 
CHARLTON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 

CHARITY  NO; 1079442 

Your Community Centre for 
Anniversaries, Celebrations, Classes, Club Meetings, Concerts, Conferences, 
Dancing, Exercise, Parties, Receptions, Seminars, Tuition, Weddings, WI, etc 

 
Email:  bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info 

www.charltondownvillagehall.info  

2 

 

Charminster 

 Village Hall 

Now fully open once more. 

For children’s parties and other private bookings  

contact Sarah Bird on 01305 266478 

Or sarah345bird@aol.com 

 HERRISON HALL 
CHARLTON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 

CHARITY  NO; 1079442 

Your Community Centre for 
Anniversaries, Celebrations, Classes, Club Meetings, Concerts, Conferences, 
Dancing, Exercise, Parties, Receptions, Seminars, Tuition, Weddings, WI, etc 

 
Email:  bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info 

www.charltondownvillagehall.info  

2 

 

Charminster 

 Village Hall 

Now fully open once more. 

For children’s parties and other private bookings  

contact Sarah Bird on 01305 266478 

Or sarah345bird@aol.com 

 HERRISON HALL 
CHARLTON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 

CHARITY  NO; 1079442 

Your Community Centre for 
Anniversaries, Celebrations, Classes, Club Meetings, Concerts, Conferences, 
Dancing, Exercise, Parties, Receptions, Seminars, Tuition, Weddings, WI, etc 

 
Email:  bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info 

www.charltondownvillagehall.info  

2 

 

Charminster 

 Village Hall 

Now fully open once more. 

For children’s parties and other private bookings  

contact Sarah Bird on 01305 266478 

Or sarah345bird@aol.com 

 HERRISON HALL 
CHARLTON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 

CHARITY  NO; 1079442 

Your Community Centre for 
Anniversaries, Celebrations, Classes, Club Meetings, Concerts, Conferences, 
Dancing, Exercise, Parties, Receptions, Seminars, Tuition, Weddings, WI, etc 

 
Email:  bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info 

www.charltondownvillagehall.info  

2 

 

Charminster 

 Village Hall 

Now fully open once more. 

For children’s parties and other private bookings  

contact Sarah Bird on 01305 266478 

Or sarah345bird@aol.com 

 HERRISON HALL 
CHARLTON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 

CHARITY  NO; 1079442 

Your Community Centre for 
Anniversaries, Celebrations, Classes, Club Meetings, Concerts, Conferences, 
Dancing, Exercise, Parties, Receptions, Seminars, Tuition, Weddings, WI, etc 

 
Email:  bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info 

www.charltondownvillagehall.info  

2 

 

Charminster 

 Village Hall 

Now fully open once more. 

For children’s parties and other private bookings  

contact Sarah Bird on 01305 266478 

Or sarah345bird@aol.com 

 HERRISON HALL 
CHARLTON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 

CHARITY  NO; 1079442 

Your Community Centre for 
Anniversaries, Celebrations, Classes, Club Meetings, Concerts, Conferences, 
Dancing, Exercise, Parties, Receptions, Seminars, Tuition, Weddings, WI, etc 

 
Email:  bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info 

www.charltondownvillagehall.info  

2 

 

Charminster 

 Village Hall 

Now fully open once more. 

For children’s parties and other private bookings  

contact Sarah Bird on 01305 266478 

Or sarah345bird@aol.com 

 HERRISON HALL 
CHARLTON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 

CHARITY  NO; 1079442 

Your Community Centre for 
Anniversaries, Celebrations, Classes, Club Meetings, Concerts, Conferences, 
Dancing, Exercise, Parties, Receptions, Seminars, Tuition, Weddings, WI, etc 

 
Email:  bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info 

www.charltondownvillagehall.info  

36 

 

 

 

Fun in the floods for some! 

 

  

 

 

 

36 

 

 

 

Fun in the floods for some! 

 

  

 

 

 

36 

 

 

 

Fun in the floods for some! 

 

  

 

 

 

7



14�

�

River Cerne 
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Total Detail is your local expert in Total Detail is your local expert in 
professional carpet and upholstery cleaning.professional carpet and upholstery cleaning.

We utilise the world’s most advanced equipment 
and eco-friendly cleaning solutions to deliver 

exceptional results.

Fast Dry TimesFast Dry Times
Say goodbye to wet carpets and long drying times.

Our Texatherm system dries your carpets in just 30-60 
minutes, for a hassle-free cleaning experience. Contact 
us today for a free quote and discover how Total Detail 

can transform your home or office. 

EMAIL SUPPORT - totaldetailcarpetcleaning@gmail.com

LETS TALK - 07359 090 73407359 090 734
WORKING HOURS - 24/7 Including emergency call outs

www.totaldetailcleaning.co.ukwww.totaldetailcleaning.co.uk

Total Detail is your local expert in Total Detail is your local expert in 
professional carpet and upholstery cleaning.professional carpet and upholstery cleaning.

We utilise the world’s most advanced equipment 
and eco-friendly cleaning solutions to deliver 

exceptional results.

Fast Dry TimesFast Dry Times
Say goodbye to wet carpets and long drying times.

Our Texatherm system dries your carpets in just 30-60 
minutes, for a hassle-free cleaning experience. Contact 
us today for a free quote and discover how Total Detail 

can transform your home or office. 
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LETS TALK - 07359 090 73407359 090 734
WORKING HOURS - 24/7 Including emergency call outs

www.totaldetailcleaning.co.ukwww.totaldetailcleaning.co.uk

TOTAL DETAILTOTAL DETAIL

Carpet & Carpet & 
Upholstery Upholstery 

CleaningCleaning

Carpet & Carpet & 
Upholstery Upholstery 

CleaningCleaning
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The Probus meeting in 
April was held, as usual, 
at the Gamekeeper in 

Charminster where 12 
members sat down for lunch 

before the formal presentation 
from the Guest Speakers talking about the MV 
Freedom. Our speakers, Peter York and Mike 
Walsh explained that the MV Freedom based 
in Weymouth is a boat owned and run by a 
charity that offers sea trips to disabled people 
and the carers and supporters. It is crewed by 
volunteers and can carry up to 12 passengers 
including up to 6 in wheelchairs. The vessel 
operates under all relevant legislation, and its 
governance is specifically aimed at the type of 
passenger being carried. The charity was set 
up 40 years ago and is now on its 3rd vessel, 
but this one was specially built for its purpose. 
They explained that it was a real privilege to 
be able to see the benefit the passengers 
obtained from their trip – the broad grins on 
their faces and the excited chat that goes on. 
More information can be obtained from the 
charity website mv freedom.co.uk
For the rest of the year the Club has some 
interesting speakers lined up covering a wide 

variety of topics. The Club is also planning a 
number of social events during the year each 
of which are open to member’s wives and 
partners. 
Probus Club of Dorchester is part of the 
international Probus Organisation and is a 
group of retired or semi-retired men who meet 
on the second Thursday of each month for 
lunch at the Gamekeeper in Charminster. At 
most of the meetings we have guest speakers 
and a wide range of topics are covered.       
We are keen to welcome new members 
and if you are interested in coming along 
please in the first instance contact either 
Barry White at flintcombe1@gmail.com or 
Chris Hutton-Penman at chris@ossl.biz or 
on 01305753611

PROBUS CLUB OF DORCHESTER

Saturday 27th June 2026  |  12 - 4pm
  SUMMER FAYRE!SUMMER FAYRE! SUMMER FAYRE!

ST MARY'S SCHOOLST MARY'S SCHOOLST MARY'S SCHOOL

St Mary's School Charminster 

• Music by Flaming Cactus & Solo Singer Amelie •
• Food • ice creams • stalls • Tombola • Licensed bar •

• Bouncy Castle • Balloon Twisting • The ranch • 

• Music by Flaming Cactus & Solo Singer Amelie •
• Food • ice creams • stalls • Tombola • Licensed bar •

• Bouncy Castle • Balloon Twisting • The ranch • 

FREE ENTRY! 
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There when you  
need us

hklaw.uk

If through no fault of your own, you have suffered accidental injury or medical  
malpractice at work,  HK Law will help you get the compensation you deserve. 

Rod 
Dutton
 Solicitor

Read Rod Dutton’s article 
on compensation for 
accidents at work

A Dorchester    T 01305 251007    E dorchester@hklaw.uk   
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ADVERTISING IN THE PILOT 
Our loyal advertisers provide the largest portion of our income, without 
which we would not be able to distribute The Pilot to 1650 households in 
Charminster, Charlton Down and Stinsford free of charge each month. 

Most adverts are placed for a year, running from the January edition, there-
fore we sell most of our advertising space in the second half of November so 
they are in place for the New Year. 

In this time of rising prices, our print costs have increased by 14%, but we 
have only raised our 2023 advertising charges by 5%. Our rates are: 

Size Dimensions Rate 

Whole page 125mm x 190mm £525 

Three quarters page 125mm x 142mm £393 

Two thirds page 125mm x 126mm £350 

Half Page 125mm x 95mm £263 

Third Page 125mm x 63mm £175 

Quarter Page 125 mm x 46mm £131 
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A and P Drainage
AandPdrainage1@hotmail.com

BLOCKED DRAINS    CCTV
DRAINS SURVEYS    DRAIN REPAIRS

Tel: 01305 835949      
Mobile: 07887 572504

24 hour service, No callout fee, 20 years experience
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There when you  
need us

hklaw.uk

If through no fault of your own, you have suffered accidental injury or medical  
malpractice at work,  HK Law will help you get the compensation you deserve. 

Rod 
Dutton
 Solicitor

Read Rod Dutton’s article 
on compensation for 
accidents at work

A Dorchester    T 01305 251007    E dorchester@hklaw.uk   
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ww

Expert support for Letting 
Agents and Landlords

 Advice on Tenancy Agreements    Evictions    
 Rent Arrears & Disputes    Repair & Maintenance Obligations 

Our experienced property litigation team help letting agents & 
their landlords navigate possession matters with confidence.

hklaw.uk
A  Dorchester    T  01305 251007    E  dorchester@hklaw.uk   
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Style, quality & attention to detail

Kitchen, Bedroom & Bathroom
Specialists
01305 264490

Call into our showrooms today:

Grove Trading Estate
Dorchester DT1 1ST
www.fromevalleykitchens.com

Frome Valley Kitchens
of Dorchester

Celebrating 
43 Years 
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Matthew Lucas
Funeral Directors &

Monumental Masons
A family business providing a Dignified, Professional and 

Caring 24 hour service
Pre-paid Funeral Plans available

DOWN HOUSE, WIDCOMBE STREET, POUNDBURY, DORCHESTER DT1 3BS
Tel: 01305 753533       www.dorchesterfunerals.com

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors
Recommended by The Good Funeral Guide and The Natural Death Centre

PUGSLEY REVILL
C H A R T E R E D  A C C O U N T A N T S

Please telephone Nick Gill or Kevin Andrews
Home visits to suit.

l Accounts Preparation	 l Audit
l Taxation advice	 l New business advice
l VAT Returns	 l Bookkeeping & Payroll
l Sage & QuickBooks support & training
l Company formation & secretarial services

Email: admin@pugsleyrevill.co.uk
Tel: 01305 267353

Address: 18 High West Street, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1UW
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Mandy, the latest addition to Steve’s 
flock Riverside path, Stinsford 
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Mandy, the latest addition to Steve’s 
flock Riverside path, Stinsford 

A family run garage offering servicing, repairs and MOT’s for your car or commercial 
vehicle. Our lead technician Gary has been servicing Charminster and the local area for 
over 25 years, now heading his own team of mechanics and qualified MOT testers

REAR OF FILLING STATION, A35 WINTERBOURNE ABBAS,
DORCHESTER, DORSET DT2 9LJ

wataasltd@gmail.com   winterbourneabbasautos.co.uk

01305 880013

Now incorporating our new venture Dorset Performance Exhausts and Tuning Ltd

l      Bespoke Stainless Steel Exhaust systems, including LonglifeTM Exhaust Systems

l      Tuning & Engine Remapping

l      Class 4 MOT’s for cars and smaller vans
l      Class 7 MOT’s for commercial vehicles weighing 3,000 to 3,500 kg
l      Servicing, repairs, welding and diagnostic facilities
l      Seasonal vehicle checks, including underbody rustproofing
l      Hybrid Electric Vehicles
l      Supply and fit new tyres, with over 100 in stock
l      Agents for TerracleanTM DPF Cleaning
l      Vehicle collection and delivery service
l      Courtesy cars available for booking
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CHURCH SERVICES 
CHARMINSTER AND STINSFORD - JUNE 2026

7 June - First Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am Parish Communion (Charminster)
11.00 am BCP Communion (Stinsford)

14 June - Second Sunday after Trinity
8.00 am BCP Eucharist (Charminster) 
9.30 am Songs of Praise (Charminster)
11.00 am BCP Matins (Stinsford)
6.00 pm BCP Evensong (Charminster)

21 June - Third Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am Parish Communion (Charminster)
11.00 am Holy Communion (Stinsford)

28 June - Fourth Sunday after Trinity
8.00 am BCP Eucharist (Charminster) 
9.30 am Holy Communion (Charminster)
6.00 pm BCP Evensong (Stinsford)

For services at other churches in the benefice, see the website 
https://www.cscsvbenefice.org.  For most Church inquiries, see the website or 
email rector@cscsvbenefice.org or call 01305 263761 / 07876 868862
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Teas & cakes | plants | grand draw
tombola | BBQ | beer tent | Punch & Judy

ice cream | games | live music | books
 bric-a-brac and much more

CHARMINSTERFETE
Sat 6th June 2026 

Charminster House

Don't miss out on the fun day

2 - 5pm

By kind permission of 
Gwen and Tim Yarker

Our sponsors
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tombola | BBQ | beer tent | Punch & Judy

ice cream | games | live music | books
 bric-a-brac and much more

CHARMINSTERFETE
Sat 6th June 2026 

Charminster House

Don't miss out on the fun day
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By kind permission of 
Gwen and Tim Yarker

Our sponsors

WITH SINCERE THANKS TO 
OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

Teas & cakes | plants | grand draw
tombola | BBQ | beer tent | Punch & Judy

ice cream | games | live music | books
 bric-a-brac and much more

CHARMINSTERFETE
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CHARMINSTERFETE
Sat 6th June 2026 

Charminster House

Don't miss out on the fun day

2 - 5pm

By kind permission of 
Gwen and Tim Yarker

Our sponsors

GRASSBY FUNERAL SERVICE 
Serving the local community since 1861
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Stall Items Contact

Books &
Jigsaws

Only good condition & complete
sets please

Church Porch

Bric a brac
Good condition linens, lace,
kitchenalia, garden tools, watering
cans, ornaments, etc

Susan McCrea - 1 West Hill           
07818 508011

Cake stall
Cakes accepted from Friday 5th
June or on the day

Linda Jeffrey - 9 Charlotte Close
07811 000649

China & Glass
All things china & glass in good
condition

Susan McCrea - 1 West Hill       
07818 508011

Children
Adopt a Toy

Good clean condition soft toys
Ali Barlow - Caddy Shack               
07354 309595

Plants
All plants accepted from Thursday
4th June or on the day

Tina Scott - 5 Greenacre              
07858 235062

Tombola
In date bottles of drinks, food
packets, tins, cosmetics, unwanted
gifts, candles, toileteries, etc

Susan McCrea - 1 West Hill         
07818 508011

CHARMINSTERFETE
We are getting ready to welcome you to our afternoon of fun, laughter and

activities in the beautiful grounds of Charminster House, West Hill DT2 9QL.

We are deeply indebted to all our sponsors and volunteers who have been
working hard to make this event possible.

Now, we'd like to call on readers to help the stall holders by donatong good
quality items to fill their tables.

Please see the table below foe items neefed and where to drop them off. We
thank you all for helping to make our village fete be as amazing as possible,

and we look forward to seeing you there.
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After a relatively stable period within the 
village during 2025 the new year has brought 
the complete opposite. A winter which has 
seen the biggest flooding in the village for a 
decade or more was followed more recently 
by considerable development pressures in 
Charminster. 
2025 has seen continuing change in 
Charminster with the ongoing development 
and completion of Phase 3 at Charminster 
Farm . The attractive development has added 
new residents to the village, and they are 
most welcome. Alongside the development 
are the popular new allotments now owned 
by the Parish Council and managed by the 
Allotment Association. These are a great 
asset . The last year saw the new play area 
completed, with the Parish Council taking on 
the ownership and management.
Development continues in Charminster 
village with phase 4 of Charminster Farm 
progressing swiftly. This controversial and 
unwelcome hillside development is changing 
the landscape on the side of the valley. 
However, the recent application for yet more 
houses on the hillside under the guise of Phase 
5 has met considerable local opposition and 
a strong rebuttal from the Parish Council. We 
await the outcome of this application. At the 
same time a speculative application for 96 
houses behind Ellerslie Close has also been 
submitted.  Furthermore, Bellway Homes are 
starting community consultation for yet more 
housing on Charminster Farm beyond the 
depot. This situation has been considerably 
exacerbated by Dorset Council producing 
a draft local plan with a large number of 
housing sites but not taken the work forward 
to consider which sites should go forward. 
Charminster certainly is under siege.
Fortunately, things are a bit quieter here in 
the north of the parish.
The year for the Parish Council has been a 
productive one, with much of its work being 

maintenance as it holds a considerable 
amount of land and property. This includes 
several play areas, community hall, 2 
orchards, natures area, open space, 2 lots 
of allotments, cemetery etc. The recent 
refurbishment of the nature area at Charlton 
Down (which we are going to hear more of 
soon from Jessica), an earlier makeover for 
the Charminster orchard and also Princes Plot 
have all proved to be successful and popular.
However, as always, the elephant in the room 
for the parish is the outstanding proposal 
to develop 3000 homes to the north of 
Dorchester, at Norchester as it is known. 
Whilst the local plan is being considered it 
is likely that this will still be Dorset Councils 
preferred location for development for the 
wider Dorchester area.
The parish council is supportive of positive 
change. Recently it agreed to have EV 
charging points installed both at the 
Community Hall at Charminster and Herrison 
Hall at Charlton Down. These both are now 
complete.
A review of the year wouldn’t be completed 
without mention of the Community Hall 
owned by the Parish Council. This well 
managed building continues to not only 
provide an office for the parish council but 
also a popular venue for locals and those 
from further afield, now doing well and 
balancing its income and expenditure whilst 
being a great asset. It’s hosting an open day 
soon which hopefully will be well attended 
organised by our new hall manager.
So, whilst in reality much does change, 
Charminster, Charlton Down and Forston still 
remain delightful places to live. Long may 
that continue.
Finally, a big thank you to our very professional 
parish clerk, without whom we wouldn’t be 
nearly so productive and effective.
Mark Simons

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT APRIL 2026
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www.wessexcarpentryandbuilders.co.uk    

www.jtmlandscapes.co.uk
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ADVERTISING IN THE PILOT
Our loyal advertisers provide the largest portion of our income, without 
which we would not be able to distribute The Pilot to 1650 households in 
Charminster, Charlton Down and Stinsford free of charge each month.

Most adverts are placed for a year, running from the January edition, there-
fore we sell most of our advertising space in the second half of November so 
they are in place for the New Year.

In this time of rising prices, our print costs have increased by 14%, but we 
have only raised our 2023 advertising charges by 5%. Our rates are:

Size Dimensions Rate
Whole page 125mm x 190mm £525
Three quarters page 125mm x 142mm £393
Two thirds page 125mm x 126mm £350
Half Page 125mm x 95mm £263
Third Page 125mm x 63mm £175
Quarter Page 125 mm x 46mm £131
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In this time of rising prices, our print costs have increased by 14%, but we 
have only raised our 2023 advertising charges by 5%. Our rates are:

Size Dimensions Rate
Whole page 125mm x 190mm £525
Three quarters page 125mm x 142mm £393
Two thirds page 125mm x 126mm £350
Half Page 125mm x 95mm £263
Third Page 125mm x 63mm £175
Quarter Page 125 mm x 46mm £131
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GRASSBY MEMORIALS 
CARVING MEMORIES IN STONE SINCE 1861 

• MEMORIAL MASONRY 

• MEMORIAL RENOVATIONS 

• COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUES 

• BESPOKE LETTER CARVING 

• MEMBERS OF NAMM, BRAMM & RQMF 
 

MASONRY WORKSHOP & SHOWROOM: 
Dorchester Road, Grimstone, Dorchester, DT2 9NA 

• Tel: 01305 269678  

• Email: info@grassby-stone.co.uk 

• Web: www.grassby-stone.co.uk 
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Need a tree surgeon?
Give us a call on 01305 848881
Our services include:

Tree surgery
Reductions and felling
Emergency tree work
Stump removal and wood chipping
Tree risk assessments
Hedge laying and fencing

Fully qualified and insured staff
All jobs undertaken both large and small
Friendly advice, free no obligation visits and quotes
Contact us now on 01305 848881

Unit 37, Enterprise Park			   office@knightoncountryside.com
Piddlehinton DT2 7UA				   www.knightoncountryside.com

www.fireplaceandstovecentre.co.uk

FIREPLACE SURROUNDS . CHIMNEY LINERS . TWIN WALL FLUE SYSTEMS . ACCESSORIES

Wood Burners, Multi Fuel Stoves, 
Gas & Electric Fires

Millers Close, Dorchester DT1 1SS . 01305 751700 
Tuesday to Friday 9am - 5pm   Saturday 10am - 2pm 
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STINSFORD NEWS
It is the early days of May as I write with 
ongoing sunshine though at times often a  
brisk nor’easterly wind but all things are 
growing particularly prolifically, the weeds 
as well as the fruit and flowers, and the 
grass seems to need a constant cut. The 
tomatoes and cucumbers are now in grow 
bags in the greenhouse and I have to set 
up the watering system this afternoon. 
Recently one of the horse chestnuts in 
the park shed a very large branch which 
in coming down, took out a section of the 
fencing surrounding our garden. Would 
you believe the following day, thirty heifers 
arrived, all of 12 months old therefore 
very inquisitive as to the pile of wood plus 
chippings and the tarpaulins that cover 
the resulting log pile. Fortunately the 
fence, although badly bent, was still intact 
and they have not managed to disrupt the 
logs.  I have regularly enjoyed watching 
them and what’s going on. We have not 
seen cattle since the College parted with 
the Stinsford Farm herd years ago, when 
in that day our water supply also came via 
the College supply and we found that the 
herd could consume copious volumes of 
water to such an extent that if we used 
water during the course of the day our 
house tank  would empty and not refill 
until the night hence we had to install a 
second tank. That all seems a long time 
ago.  
It’s swarming time and the lower garden 
over the Stinsford House wall from the 
churchyard has interested the bees which 
took up residence in a baited box set up by 
Les and his wife Helen and now the latest 
arrivals have settled in. It’s fascinating to 
see the photographs sent over of how the 
bees, prior to entering the box, started to 
build comb underneath. No doubt they 
will take it down and use it within the box 
to extend their building pattern; we wait 
and see.

May’s last Sunday will bring a wonderful 
Evensong and a joint benefice service with  
our regular congregation plus members 
of the Hardy Society, it being the author’s 
Birthday Weekend  event. The service will 
be supported by Ian Davis and choristers. 
There will be readings of Hardy’s poetry 
and the annual wreath laying at the grave 
followed by an evening recital performed 
by Natalie Burton. 
June’s services commence with three 
morning 11.00 am services, a BCP 
Communion, a BCP Matins and a Common 
Worship Eucharist followed on the fourth 
Sunday by a BCP Evensong. Other than 
the Matins which will be taken by Shirley 
Churchill  we are not aware at this stage 
who will be taking the other services. 
Looking forward to both the Summer 
Solstice and Mid Summers Day, the 
former being the longest day and the 
latter marking the midpoint in the growing 
season, a time to celebrate the abundance 
of nature and the warmth of the sun; the 
day also being the feast day of St John the 
Baptist.  
Michael Clarke 
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NEWS FROM THE CHARLTON DOWN NATURE AREA
White blossoms dominate the Nature Area 
in early May, sharply contrasting with the 
vibrant hues of emerging foliage on the 
28 species of trees and shrubs that grow 
around the site. Delicate white umbels of 
cow parsley sway over large stretches of 
the ground while patches of wild garlic 
are scattered beneath the trees. White 
blossoms proliferate on the wayfaring, 
hawthorn, and whitebeam trees while the 
spindle, oak and field maple flowers mimic 
the green of the newly emerged leaves. 
Small numbers of native bluebells and red 
campion provide pops of bright colour - as 
do the fresh deep pink and purple leaves 
of the three copper beech trees.

By June we should we see a greater variety 
of colours when the central wildflower 
area develops after the scything and re-
seeding activities of this last autumn and 
spring. Already you can see the leaves of 
oxeye daisies, knapweed, wild marjoram, 
toadflax, and lady’s bedstraw plants 
breaking ground. It will be exciting to see 
what this rejuvenated area will look like over 

the summer months – hopefully attracting 
large numbers of butterflies and other 
insects. This last month brimstone, orange 
tip, and peacock butterflies have been 
noticed and large buff-tailed bumblebees. 

In the pond, the yellow flag iris is in 
bud, and fresh red waterlily leaves are 
resurfacing after winter dormancy. White 
fringe-petalled bog bean flowers are out. 
More aquatic plants, both oxygenators and 
marginals, will be added this year to even 
the balance of the vegetation. Ramshorn 
and great pond snails are returning and 
building abundance. Large predatory 
diving beetles come up from the depths 
occasionally as do newts and tadpoles from 
this year’s spawning. Whirlygig beetles and 
pond-skaters are frequently seen on the 
surface. We are hoping that many dragonfly 
nymphs have again survived the winter and 
will emerge in the warmer weather - like 
the broad-bodied chasers and emperor 
dragonflies we have recorded in the past.

May view of Nature Area

Spindle blossom

Bog bean flowers

Cow parsley flowers

Whitebeam blossom

Wild garlic flowers

Hawthorn blossom

Pond skaters
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The Professional Arboricultural Service
Specialising in Tree Surgery, Landscaping Garden Management & Utilities

Throughout the South

l  Tree Care for Residential, Commercial, Forestry, Agricultural & Estates
l  Tree Surveys, Inspections, Reports & Consultancy
l  Highways, Roads & Street Clearance
l  Dismantling & Felling
l  Pollarding & Veteran Tree Management
l  Reductions, Thinning, Pruning & Reshaping
l  Crown Lifting &Dead Wooding
l  Site Clearance, Garden & Hedge Maintenance
l  Tree & Hedge Planting
l  Stump Removal
l  Logs & Wood Chippings
l  TPO & Conservation Applications
l  Fully Insured - £10 million Public Indemnity
l  Fully Qualified - NPTC
l  Tree Works to BSI 3998 : 2010 Standards
l  Friendly, Reliable & Efficient Service
l  Free Quotations

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

Tel. 01300 341471 - Mob. 07774 477435
www.hardytree.co.uk

The Office @ Unit 1 Charminster Farm Industrial Estate, Wanchard Lane, 
Charminster, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 9RP

email: nickie@hardytree.co.uk
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Stuart Kemp
Plumbing & Heating Services

07968 961376     01305 265956

www.kempplumbingandheating.co.uk

56
28

94Free quotations

No VAT 
(for a limited 
period only)

◊ General Plumbing
◊ Bathroom Installations

◊ Boiler and Full Heating Installations
◊ Gas Safety Certificates and Servicing
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Many of you probably 
remember archaeologist 
Professor Mick Aston 
from the BBC’s Time 
Team with his stripey 
jumpers and flowing 
white hair. In 2000 his 
partner Teresa Hall published her thesis 
Minster Churches in the Dorset Landscape, 
in which she expertly identified Dorset’s 
Saxon minster churches and their immediate 
localities. These primary minsters were 
usually founded on royal estates shortly 
after the Saxons arrived in Dorset. As 
Charminster merited further research Mick 
Aston kindly agreed to visit though sadly 
died before it could be arranged. Hall 
related the parochiae (ecclesiastical district) 
of minsters with units of royal estates as a 
means to identify various layouts of minster 
settlements. Churches were often not stone 
buildings with cloisters etc, but rather 
religious groupings founded between the 
Saxon conquest and mid 9th century. 
Hall suggested the usual characteristics 
Dorset minsters were:
-	� a waterside site, often at a confluence or 

bend in river
-	� central church within rectilinear (not 

round) area, aligned on the church, 
(possibly wooden) with rounded corners. 
The kinks in Charminster roads at the top 
of East Hill suggest this is where they met 
the rectangular boundary.

-	� east-west / north-south alignment of 
roads & boundaries, over large area 
up to 300m (E-W) by 400m (N-S) as at 
Charminster.

-	� presence of a fixation line along what may 
have been a precinct enclosure, perhaps 
a ditch or hedge.

-	� presence of suburbs and/or market 
outside walls.

Using this criteria Hall identified Charminster 
as a primary early Saxon minster settlement, 
on land donated to the bishopric 
(Sherborne) from royal demesne. Possibly 

founded in the first half 
of the 8th century (700-
750), it controlled lesser 
churches or chapels 
with a pastoral role. 
Such minsters usually 
had a large graveyard 

- as in Charminster - where the church 
bounds extended further to the south. She 
concluded minsters generally had river-
derived names. Charminster’s originates 
from Cerne, (pronounced chernel or 
shernel) a Celtic/Old English river name for 
a heap of stones. 
Hall identified Roman associations with 
minster sites. Charminster had a Roman 
villa at Walls just 2km from the probable 
minster site, and the only Roman by-pass 
in the country runs through the village from 
Puddletown Forest to Ilchester. Some Roman 
building material was repurposed locally and 
mosaic tesserae discovered during field walks. 
The bodies excavated close to the church in 
2000, all facing east, were believed to be 
Charminster’s early Saxon Christians though 
positioned on a slightly different alignment 
to the present Norman church. Aware of the 
village’s significance archaeologists are now 
increasingly looking into its Saxon origins 
and evidence of the minster.
After the endowment of the bishopric of 
Salisbury, Charminster formed a prebend of 
the cathedral jointly with Bere Regis. It had 
chapels at Pulson, Stratton and Forston, 
possibly at Frome Whitfield and an oratory 
at Wolfeton. So Charminster’s early history 
is as a highly important substantial Saxon 
settlement, still reflected in its road layout 
today. This significance meant by Domesday 
in 1086 it was in the hundred of Dorchester, 
positioned in the top 20% of recorded 
settlements nationally. In 1091 Charminster 
and Bere Regis combined their prosperity 
resulting in the Golden Prebend bringing 
great wealth to the lord of the manor - the 
bishop of Salisbury - until the Dissolution 
under Henry VIII. 
Gwen Yarker

THE IMPORTANCE OF SAXON CHARMINSTER 
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We would like to nominate Olive our yellow 
labrador for Pet of the Month.
Olive is a very loyal lab and always loves to be 
around people. 
She loves lying in the sun, playing in the garden 
and eating cheese! 
The one thing she loves most of all is running. 
She and my dad run for miles together, you may 

have spotted them running around 
Charminster. 😊 
By Poppy Gough 
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PPeett  ooff  tthhee  MMoonntthh  ......  
These sheep are called 
Valais Blackface. They 
are a niche Swiss breed 
known as really friendly 
characters with teddy 
bear looks! 
Our two are both boys 
and are fancy lawn 
mowers. One is Jasper 
and the other is Jerome 
and both are under a 
year old. Their proper 

names are huge long names! 
 
They always look 
funny when they are 
shorn...which 
usually happens 
twice a year! 
 
 
 
Mark and Ruth 
Simons 

Is anyone interested in helping to sample 
the river Cerne where it passes the church 
as part of this national project to monitor 
and protect the water quality of local rivers?
This partnership considers that monitoring 
the number of larvae - caddisflies, 
stoneflies, and shrimps etc - is the most 
accurate way to assess the water quality. 
Volunteers across the country are provided 
with a standard kit, including a small net 
and identification information to monitor 
points in their rivers, usually once a month 
from April to September.
In West Dorset this activity is coordinated 
by the Dorset Wildlife Trust and last year 
a number of members of Dorchester U3A 
started monitoring places on the River 
Frome, including at Hangman’s Cottage 
and Blue Bridge, but we would like to use 
the sets of equipment to monitor more 
local sites if possible.
As a village resident I have a concerned 
interest in the water quality of my local 
river. My plan is to test where the River 
Cerne passes through our village, a mid 
morning each month starting in April. If 

you are interested in being involved with 
this important project and can spare about 
an hour and a half as time is needed to 
identify and count the small larvae (see 
photo), please e-mail the Pilot Editor so 
that I can then get in contact with you.
Richard Coode.

RIVERFLY PARTNERSHIP
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VILLAGE’S DIRECTORY

DORSET COUNCILLOR
Cllr David Taylor 07905 352710  cllrdavid.taylor@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

LOCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM
All villages are covered by Neighbourhood Police Teams (NPT). We’re looked after by Support 

officer (PSCO 5410) Sarah Pilcher. If you want to contact one of the team for any reason then go 
online to Dorset Police website at dorchester-rural-npt@dorset.police.uk and follow ‘Do It Online’ 

to access a range of services. Or there’s always 101 or 999 or via Do It Online / Dorset Police

CHARMINSTER CONTACTS
Parish Council		  Chairman: Mark Simons	 260055
		  Vice chair: Carol Matthews	 751535
		  Parish Clerk: Michele Harding	 07946 489 488

St Mary’s School		  Headteacher: Mick Homer	 263880
		  Caretaker: Belinda Bessant	 266598

Pre-School		  Vanessa Thomas	 251512

Village Hall		  Bookings: Julie Seeney 
		  charminstervhbookings@gmail.com  	 07896 326076
WI  		  Mary Hayes	 251503

Bell Ringers		  Captain: Chris White  	 07783 555 199

Girl Guides 		  Alison Barlow	 07534 309 595

Brownies   		  Alison Barlow	 07534 309 595

Scouts, Cubs, Beavers	 Joanne Hunns	 07738 539 929

Scottish Country Dancing	 Val Scriven	 265177

Charminsters Stores	 Louise Christopher	 07533 251065

Art Group		  Maria Cole	 07923 504295

Community Hall		  communityhall@charminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk 	 07947 622 326

CHARLTON DOWN CONTACTS
Village Hall		  bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info

Jellytots		  Emma	 07791 204 323 

Flood Warden		  Carol Matthews	 751535 

Charlton Down Cricket	 Peter (Tommy) Tucker	 07810 275 847 
		  youth/senior
		  James Pretty: booking / hire	 07810 275 847

STINSFORD CONTACTS
Stinsford Parish Council	 Parish Clerk: Kirsty Rigler	 268818
		  stinsfordclerk@googlemail.com

THE PILOT CONTACTS
Editors - editor@charpilot.com      Advertising - advertising@charpilot.com
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Looking for a Venue to hold a party, wedding reception, exercise, dance or sports class, meetings, 
conference? 

Charminster Community Hall could be what you are looking for. 
Boasting an expansive main hall 20x12m, large and small meeting room, fully equipped 

kitchen, ample parking, easy one level access. 
Purpose built with the community in mind, modern and spacious with up-to-date 

technology to keep you connected. Competitive rates for businesses and discounts 
available for residents of Charminster, Charlton Down and Forston (T&C’s apply) 

Available to hire for badminton and pickleball at £3 per person per hour. 
To check availability and provisionally book: 

https://venuehire.scribeaccounts.com/Charminster-Parish-Council 
   Location: Weir View, Charminster DT2 9QY 

      Email: communityhall@charminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk   Call: 07947 622326 

South Ward Councillors (Charminster) 
Mark Simons (Chair) 
Julie Jackson 
Peter Dangerfield 
Alan Rolls 
Tim Yarker 
Kevin Fairey 
Vacancy 

North Ward Councillors (Charlton Down) 
Carol Matthews (Vice Chair) 
Susan Frazer 
Tony Murrell 
Peter Mauger 
Andy Harris 

Contact: Parish Clerk (Michele Harding) c/o Community Hall, Weir View, 
Charminster DT2 9QY phone: 07946 489488 or email: clerk@charminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Please see our website for contact details and more info on meetings 
www.charminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk 

  

Helen Aves


